
Psalm 8 Sermon June 26, 2022

Context: Literary Features and the Divine Name of God
David writes this psalm with a literary feature known as an inclusio: an inclusio is the repetition of a beginning line
later in the passage to clarify and magnify the point being made by the line.

In this case, Psalm 8 is all about the glory and majesty of the Lord. But as we will see in a moment, the Psalmist
approaches the glory of the Lord from a very interesting angle.

In Exodus 3:14 God first reveals his full name. Depending on how translate the Hebrew the name of God has a couple
possible meanings in English. One is “I am who I am”, another is “I will be what I will be.” The name of God communicates
a tremendous amount of meaning to us as his people. There are three implications that we want to note here:

1. First, it carries with it a promise. God’s name as we receive it through His covenant is a promise of presence in
our lives, that He will be!

2. Second, God’s name communicates a dynamic and immanate relationship with His people.

3. Finally, God’s name indicates total sovereignty and authority. God is totally free from any manipulation by
humanity or creation.

Thus, we note that this first inclusio brings our attention to a God who is a present personality to be known and engaged
with and who is totally incapable of being manipulated by us.

Exegesis:
Verses 1 & 2 as a miniature overview of the whole theme of the Psalm. We have this God who is a cosmic Lord, and
totally sovereign, yet even children are known to him and praise him. The contrast between the grandeur of God and the
frailty of man are further explored throughout the Psalm.

Verses 3 & 4: In the next stanza of verses 3 & 4, the psalmist writes of the grandeur of creation. It is meant to capture the
wonder of staring up at the night sky as it is compared to the frailty of humanity. The Psalmist is leading the reader on a
journey into the heart of the mystery of how God relates to mankind.

Verses 5 & 8: The Psalmist clearly is drawing upon Genesis 1:26 as he writes verses 5-8. For a refresher, Genesis 1:26
reads, “[26] Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” Humanity being made on the same day as the land animals is clearly meant
to be seen as a part of creation, but as bearers of the image of God, are also empower and privileged creatures. Yet, even
as humanity has been honored and given dominion over all the creation, it cannot be missed that humanity’s authority has
been given to them by God.

Verse 9: The Psalmist closes the Psalm with the second part of the inclusio, where he repeats the first line to reinforce its
point. We are shocked now to see that as the Psalmist is praising God for his work of creation, at the heart creation is
humanity. Thus, the Psalmist is in awe and wonder not merely at the stars of the night sky, but at the deep authority and
power that God has given to humanity.

Good News:
So here’s the good news of this Psalm…
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God is still here. He is still present, personal and free. And what’s more, is that the Holy Spirit has come to abide
within those who believe Jesus is Lord, bringing the freedom and glory of God to abide within all who confess
Christ as King. We have come to share in some of the freedom and glory of God.

Here me on this, God is not ambivalent about you, He is not uncertain about you. He loves you with a deep, fierce and
burning passion. He is jealous for you. He wants your heart for him alone. You are being pursued right now in this moment
by the Holy Spirit, he is whispering to you a love song and an invitation to join him in ruling the earth!

But, I know that many of us, when confronted with such good news, reject it and we cannot believe it, our thoughts
suddenly become hyper judgmental and critical of ourselves. We see that we are not good enough. Rather than wanting
to be held by God, we are ashamed to even be in his presence. Many of you are feeling this right now. And I want to bring
these feelings into the light. These accusations that you are hearing against yourself right now, do not belong to you. They
belong to the evil one, Satan, who scripture calls the accuser. And he is a liar. You and I are being lied to right now. We
are being told by this voice of accusation that we can never be in the presence of God while we are so dirty.

And you know what, Satan is telling the truth. Well, at least half of it. You and I can never appear before the Holy God of
Israel and all Creation as sinners. We are too dirty to appear before God and live. He is pure and we are filthy.

But Satan has conveniently forgotten the rest of the story.

And that’s that Jesus saves. This is the EXACT reason that Jesus has come, He has come to pay for all your sin and your
shame and mistakes and all the ways you feel dirty and all the evil that you have chosen intentionally and unintentionally.
All that you are being accused of right now by Satan, all of that has been paid for by Jesus Christ! He invites you to
receive his gift. Without cost. You are freely invited to know his love. Not once. But daily, Jesus invites us to abide in him,
not so that he won’t be angry with us, but so that we will experience the wonder of the Almighty God and the abundance
of life!

What is man that God is mindful of him? I will tell you, you are the crown of creation! And God loves you! Jesus has died
for and for me that we might soar with him!

So I invite you to join me in telling Satan to shut up, and instead to listen right now to the wondrous news the Holy Spirit is
whispering you and me, and that’s Jesus paid it all, sin had left a crimson stain, but he washed it white as snow.

Blessing:
My prayer for you and for me is that you would know the ridiculous, over the top love that God has for you. May you know
the sheer delight that God has in you, and his jealous desire that your heart belong to him alone. I pray that you would
experience the love of God through the Holy Spirit each day, and that you would awaken to see every moment of your life
as holy. I pray that you and I would live our lives in this love of God and would see all that we do as an offering to God
given in worship and gratitude. Amen.
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